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one mouth or pen to another without much consideration, and they would have more weight with me if I could be more sure that they had been founded upon an examination by some competent critic of the particular cases. It is too lightly assumed that because Coke was the greatest lawyer of his time, the soundness of his legal decisions may be taken for granted: for where a man's temper is not judicial, his learning will supply him with reasons for the wrong conclusion as easily as for the right; and the blindest admirer of Coke's gifts will hardly say that he was gifted with a judicial temper.
The King, it seems, was not disposed to trouble himself with the solemn proceeding indicated by Bacon.    He was satisfied with the report of his Chancellor, Attorney, and Solicitor, whom he had required to make a collection in writing of the unwarrantable opinions maintained by Coke in his Reports and otherwise, and felt justified in proceeding upon that evidence.    Hence the question was never sufficiently investigated, or even explained; and the people were left to make their own guesses at the secret history of the business; which guesses, in  the absence of better information, have been adopted by historians and generally accepted.    " The world discourses," says Chamberlain, " how he should run so far into the King's displeasure, and will not take those alleged causes for sound payment, but stick not to say that he was too busy in the late business, and dived further into secrets than there was need, and so perhaps might see nudam sine veste Dianam" Such comments were natural enough from people who knew nothing about Coke except his reputation for learning and independence, and the part he had publicly taken against the murderers of Overbury. But the whole course of the King's subsequent dealing with him was inconsistent with the supposition that be feared him as the possessor of a dangerous secret: for he took no measures to tie his .tongue, and yet he gave him.ice, he holdeth it not fit to admit him to his presence, before these points be determined, because
